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Global Handwashing Day 2018 Social Media Toolkit 
 
The Global Handwashing Day social media campaign aims to create a global conversation about handwashing and inspire increased investment in handwashing efforts globally. Social media is an excellent way to promote the messages, calls to action, and advocacy priorities for Global Handwashing Day. This toolkit includes messages to spread the word about Global Handwashing Day on Twitter, Facebook, and other platforms.  
We encourage you to tailor the ideas included in this toolkit to suit your audience and context. You may adapt, translate, or remix these sample messages to meet your needs. Encourage others, especially social media influencers and community leaders, to share these messages as well. For more information on planning and promoting events around Global Handwashing Day, visit the Global Handwashing Day website.  
Be sure to use #GlobalHandwashingDay in your social media posts on all platforms. Using the official hashtag helps others find out about your events and campaigns, and helps the GHP find your content so that we can share it with the Global Handwashing Day community. Follow and tag us on @HandwashingSoap on Twitter, and Global Handwashing Day on Facebook. 
Twitter 
These tweets can also be re-used as text messages, in WhatsApp groups, or on other messaging platforms.  Make these tweets your own by linking to your web site, tagging colleagues or policy makers, and adding images. 
Sample Tweets 
We’re celebrating #GlobalHandwashingDay on October 15th! Join us and learn more at www.globalhandwashingday.org.
What’s the best start to every meal? Handwashing with soap! This #GlobalHandwashingDay, commit to washing your hands every time you eat or cook. 
Handwashing with soap keeps food clean, safe, and delicious! RT if you commit to making handwashing a part of every meal. #GlobalHandwashingDay 
What’s your favorite recipe? Ours is soap + water! Learn why clean hands = a recipe for health at www.globalhandwashingday.org #GlobalHandwashingDay
To achieve the SDGs, everyone needs soap and a place to wash their hands! [@Policymaker handle], will you commit to investing in hygiene on #GlobalHandwashingDay? 
DYK 1trillion germs can live in 1 gram of poo? Wash hands w/ soap before eating, cooking, or feeding others to keep food safe and clean. #GlobalHandwashingDay 
242 mil school days are missed/year bc of diarrhea. [@Policymaker handle], make sure all our schools have handwashing facilities this #GlobalHandwashingDay! 
Good #handwashing = key part of fight against undernutrition. Make it a habit this #GlobalHandwashingDay! 
Learn more www.globalhandwashingday.org   

Sample Facebook Posts 
 
These posts can be used to promote Global Handwashing Day from your personal or organizational page. Use the hashtag #GlobalHandwashingDay to help others find your posts, and follow Global Handwashing Day on Facebook.  
Clean hands are a recipe for good health! Washing your hands before eating, feeding others, or preparing food keeps food clean and prevents diseases. This Global Handwashing Day, join us to make sure everyone washes their hands at critical times and enjoys all the benefits of handwashing with soap. #GlobalHandwashingDay
Handwashing with soap can help fight undernutrition, keep kids healthy and in school, and save lives. To achieve these benefits, handwashing must be practiced at regularly key times—such as before eating or cooking, and after using the toilet— by everyone. Learn more about how why clean hands are a recipe for health at www.globalhandwashing.org.   #GlobalHandwashingDay
How can we make sure everyone benefits from handwashing? Ensuring access to hygiene facilities, such as handwashing stations with soap and water, is important, but only the first step. Behavior change is essential for making handwashing a habit and ensuring people wash their hands thoroughly at critical times. Learn more about hygiene behavior change this Global Handwashing Day: http://bit.ly/253fWC1.   #GlobalHandwashingDay
Handwashing with soap can keep students healthy and ready to learn. Each year 242 million school days are missed due to diarrhea. Make sure children have access to handwashing facilities with soap at school and at home, and teach good handwashing habits to keep kids on track for a healthy future! Learn more about Global Handwashing Day at www.globalhandwashingday.org.  
Which tools can help health workers improve quality of care, reduce risk of infections, and prevent disease? Soap and water! Everyone deserves access to care in a clean, safe environment, but 66% of healthcare facilities in low- and middle-income countries lack soap and piped water for handwashing. Learn more about why access to handwashing resources in healthcare facilities needs to be a political priority at www.globalhandwashing.org.  #GlobalHandwashingDay
Handwashing with soap keeps children under five alive! Child malnutrition accounts for one-third of child deaths. Washing your hands before feeding your child is an important part of ensuring your child’s health! Learn more about what you can do this Global Handwashing Day at www.globalhandwashing.org #GlobalHandwashingDay 


Images and Graphics 
 
Photos, graphics, and other images help make your social media posts eye-catching. You can download the Global Handwashing Day logo, twitter banner, and other images from the Global Handwashing Day site. You can also use your own photos, find images on Photoshare, or search for GIFs on GIPHY.  
 
Blog Posts 
 
Consider writing a blog post on the importance of handwashing with soap. These posts should include easy, specific ways for readers to take action.  Possible blog post topics could include: 
· Explanation of the importance of handwashing with soap in food hygiene, nutrition, or other areas
· Case studies of how your organization is helping people and communities practice handwashing with soap
· Advice on how to build handwashing habits in communities, schools, or other settings
· Profiles of people leading handwashing behavior change or modeling good handwashing habits
· New research about the benefits of handwashing, and examples of how to promote handwashing behavior change 
· Success stories and anecdotes about handwashing with soap, such as a profile on a school that practices handwashing before every meal, or a family that invested in a new handwashing station  
In addition to writing a blog for your own website, you may wish to pitch a blog to other organizations. Some organizations or bloggers that would be interested in writing about handwashing include:  
· Local schools and/or school districts 
· Local government agencies, such as the local health department 
· Blogs about parenting or children’s health 
· Local hospitals or healthcare facilities  
· Private sector (for example, local soap companies) 
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Website 
 
A great way to highlight your organization’s work on handwashing and hygiene promotion to an audience that might not use social media is through your website. Dedicating a page to Global Handwashing Day, displaying a photo series, or highlighting hygiene programs are all ways that you can use your website to raise awareness about handwashing for Global Handwashing Day.  
 
[image: ] 
[image: ]	     	 	           2 
 
[image: ]	     	 	           3 
 
image1.jpg
GLOBAL
HANDWASHING
PARTNERSHIP




image2.jpg
Global Handwashing Day
October 15




