
 

Hand Hygiene Data Points 

Use data to convince your audience of the importance of hand hygiene. This sheet lists some of 

the key data you can include in your hand hygiene advocacy work.  

Healthcare-associated infections 

• Globally, healthcare-associated infections affect more than 1 million people at any given 

time.1  

• Healthcare-associated infections affect 15% of patients in developing countries, and 

about 7% of patients in developed countries.2,3 

• Every year, antimicrobial resistance leads to around 700,000 deaths.4 

• Sepsis accounts for approximately 6 million deaths every year.5 

• Globally, sepsis is the third most common cause of maternal mortality, and up to 56% of 

neonatal deaths among babies born in hospitals are due to infection in developing 

countries.6, 7 

• Infections, including sepsis, led to nearly 400,000 newborn deaths in 2016 alone, 

accounting for 15% of newborn mortality.8 

Potential of improved hand hygiene 

• Infection prevention and control measures, such as appropriate hand hygiene practices, 

can reduce health care-associated infections by more than 50%.9 

• HCAIs can increase length of stay in hospitals by 5 to nearly 30 days for patients who 

develop infections during hospital stays.10 

• These changes would save some countries over $28 billion annually.9 

Hand hygiene practice 

• Hand hygiene is a highly effective way to prevent infection, but it is estimated that only 

40% of health workers practice correct hand hygiene.7 

• In some facilities up to 90% of staff do not adhere to best practices, even when supplies 

are available.7 

Water, sanitation, and hygiene in health facilities 

• A study of healthcare facilities in 54 countries found that 35% failed to offer soap and 

water for handwashing. 11 

• A 2018 study found that 66% of health facilities in low- and middle-income countries 

lack soap and piped water for handwashing.12 

• Only 2% of health facilities provided sufficient water, sanitation, hygiene, and waste 

management services.12 
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