COVID-19: Pandemic Preparedness & WASH

Healthcare facilities and staff are the frontline of defense against diseases and pandemics, including COVID-19. Getting Water, Sanitation & Hygiene (WASH) into healthcare facilities is fundamental to containing COVID-19 and preventing and containing future disease outbreaks.

1. Handwashing is crucial and not available. Among the key guidelines to prevent the spread of coronavirus is handwashing. But 2 in 5 healthcare facilities globally do not have soap and water or alcohol-based hand sanitizer at points of care. These hospitals and health posts and overstretched staff, where access to adequate water, soap and sanitation are severely lacking, are the frontlines of global health.
2. Healthcare facilities may help spread disease. Pandemics thrive on the ability to beat efforts to control them, especially at critical sites. Coronavirus can spread where there is a density of pathogens and volume of sick people. Healthcare facilities clearly fall into that category. There is no more critical site than a healthcare facility when it comes to pandemic disease. They must be able to maintain hygiene to stop further infection.
3. Healthcare staff can’t stay safe. We need healthcare facility staff — nurses, midwives, doctors, aids and those tasked with cleaning the facilities — to stay healthy, always, and particularly during this dangerous time.
4. People must have confidence in healthcare. Billions of people must rely on these ill-equipped facilities for care. When patients do not feel confident that where they seek healthcare is safe, they may avoid getting help and further spread disease. 
5. Improving sustainable WASH in healthcare facilities is critical. WASH improvements will lead to greater infection prevention and control (IPC), fewer healthcare-acquired infections (HAIs), less reliance on antibiotics and a reduction in antibiotic resistance (AMR), and more newborns will have safer births.
6. Learn the lesson. If it takes an historic, global pandemic like COVID-19 to teach the importance of access to WASH in healthcare facilities, then let’s not squander this hard-earned lesson. We must build up WASH on the frontlines of health and against future pandemics. For everyone’s sake.
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]The disease is the enemy. We can’t survive without water, nor without each other. Let’s remember that the enemy is the disease, not the person or place.

